UK Banking Industry Structure 2014
Banks and building societies operating in the UK (collectively known as UK monetary
financial institutions – MFIs) comprise the largest banking sector in Europe and the
4th largest in the world. Delivering products and services to customers in the UK and
overseas, the sector contributes to the country’s economic growth and balance of
payments. Time series information compiled by the BBA describes aspects of
relevant markets and structures below:

UK balance sheet

European banking assets (Table S.1)
UK banking sector balance sheet (Table S.2)
UK-owned business with UK residents (Table S.3)
Overseas-owned business with UK residents (Table S.4)
High street retail banks' business with UK residents (Table S.5)
All business with overseas residents (Table S.6)

International banking

Direct investment (Table S.7)
Net exports of financial services (Table S.8)
UK Banks’ external business (Table S.9)
Global cross-border banking shares (Table S.10)

Clearing system

Payments (Table S.11)

UK banking landscape

Banks and employment (Table S.12)
Branch numbers (Table S.13)
ATMs (Table S.14)
Physical crime (Table S.15)
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doubling between 2005 and 2008 (the peak
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year of £35 billion) before falling back to
around £27 billion in the years since (chart 1).
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The UK banking sector, of 311 banks - more
than half of which are incorporated overseas -
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Chart 2: Deposits in the UK, end-2013
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and 47 building societies, consistently holds
one fifth of Europe’s banking assets.
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UK-owned institutions and one quarter with
overseas-owned institutions (chart 2).
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£2.4 trillion at the end of 2013, predominantly
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sterling inter-bank market, however, has not
yet returned to anywhere near its 2006 peak.
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outward investment revenues have recovered
following the financial crisis (chart 4).
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transacting around £2.9 trillion in 2013, or
17% of the total (chart 5). European countries
are the predominant beneficiaries, receiving

Chart 5: Cross-border claims by lender nationality
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out in 9,700 high street branches, 1,600
building society branches or 11,500 post
Chart 6: ATM locations in the UK

offices. In addition, a national network of
68,000 ATMs (chart 6) gives customers
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constant access to their cash.
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contained to 89 branch robberies in 2013,
around half the level seen a decade ago.
However, there were 120 ATM attacks in 2013
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but across a much larger ATM network.
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Employment by the banking sector (chart 7)
was affected by the financial crisis. From an
employment total by BBA members in 2008 of
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following twelve months to a long-term low of

250,000

416,500. There has been a modest rise in the
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years following, to 421,700 in 2013, though this
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shed over 32,000 staff, but 2013 saw a small
annual rise for the first time in five years.
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BBA members can register to access data tables free of charge. Non-member institutions or
members of the public can register to access data tables on subscription.
Information or questions about the tables are available by contacting the BBA Statistics team
(stats@bba.org.uk). For more information about the BBA and its services, please contact
Richard Adler, BBA Relationship Director (richard.adler@bba.org.uk).

